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itle of the chapter is confusing when compared to the content 
the chapter. For example, the majority of natural 

ommunities evaluated are aquatic habitat, e.g, 11tidal perennial 

ic." The majority of the species evaluated are terrestrial. 

otentially renaming it or reorganizing some of the information 

n this chapter to other chapters would be more appropriate. 

apter 11 is the Fish and Aquatic Resources but it does not 

comprehensive frame of reference for impacts should be 

rovided. Each of the impact assessments states the percent 

mpact of BDCP CMs compared to the amount of each natural 

ommunity remaining. The example here is, 11These 
odifications represent less than 1% of the 82,266 acres of the 

ommunity that is mapped in the study area." This gives the 

mpression that BDCP impacts are not very much to this natural 

ommunity. However, it is not apparent to readers without 

owledge of historical aquatic habitat losses, that the majority 

Bay Delta natural aquatic communities have been eliminated. 
he recent Historical Delta Ecology Report provides estimates of 
re-development natural communities in the Delta. These 

·mates should be provided to give the reader a more 

ogically appropriate frame of reference in which to 

nderstand the estimated impacts from the proposed project. 

able 12-4-1 and other aquatic natural community tables, 

cially 12-4-5 & 12-4-6. Impacts to aquatic communities 

m fairly low. Evaluating the mapbooks verifies very few 

ic communities mapped on Bouldin and Bacon Islands. 
here are Corps of Engineers CWA 404 project-level 
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yare CEQA conclusion paragraphs identified and NEPA 

onclusion paragraphs are not titled? 

s there information that tells us how much more often flows 

II be in the bypass and these floodplains will be activated? If 

could it be provided here to help the reader understand how 

the bypass will be flooded and these benefits will be 

able 12-4-3 - Do estimates of impacts here and in the other 

ic habitat natural community tables include impacts from 

Is and tunnel muck or other material that is dug up for the 

unnel alignment and discharged in adjacent areas that may 

ave wetlands or waters of the US? 

re there quantitative estimates or details that support the 

onclusion that ongoing operation of new Delta conveyance 
ld have no adverse effect on tidal freshwater emergent 

land natural community? The topic sentence of the 

aragraph indicates that operations and maintenance could 

r acreage of this community by changes in flow patterns. 
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his chapter is limited to terrestrial 
iological resources, including species. 

species occupy both terrestrial and 
ic habitats. The chapter addresses 
ic habitats in terms of their support 

terrerstrial species only. This has been 
larified in the text. 

istoric trends in habitat loss are addressed 
the beginning of the chapter, in Section 

2.1.1. This provides the reader context 
rding the overall decline in terrestrial 

abitats. Declines in Delta aquatic habitats 
also described in Chapter 11. The 
rences to percentages of remaining 

abitat give the reader a perspecitive to 
isting conditions in the study area, and 

not the basis for impact conclusions. 
mpact conclusions are based on the overall 
bb and flow of habitat availability during 
he life of the BDCP. 

he detailed assessment of waters and 
lands is included at the end of each 
rnative discussion, under the General 

ological Resources header. 
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has been added to state that increased 
ows would occur every three years. 

he direct effects of reusable tunnel 
aterial disposal are included in the CMl 

irect effects impacts. Impacts on wetlands 
waters of the US are discussed at the 

is being added to further explain the 
or lack thereof, from ongoing 

peration of water facilities. 
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